SCALP Monitoring Report lynx year 2020/2021 (1. May 2020 — 30. April 2021)
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Comment: The project Status and Conservation of the Alpine Lynx Population (SCALP) is
an ongoing programme aiming to co-ordinate the Eurasian lynx Lynx lynx monitoring,
conservation and management activities in the Alps. Since 2013 collaborations with lynx
experts from neighbouring regions has started. Based on this collaboration annual
standardised distribution maps are produced to allow a comparison of monitoring data
between regions, countries and populations. In the 2020/21 monitoring report data
from nine countries and five populations are considered (Fig. 1). C1 data, that mainly
consist in camera trap pictures of lynx, make up the bulk of lynx records in all
(sub)populations.
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Fig. 1. Observed lynx distribution in nine countries (highlighted grey) in lynx year 2020/2021
based on a 10x10 km grid. A distinction was made between different SCALP categories and
whether the observation included a reproductive event or not®.

1 The collected data are classified in three categories: Category 1 (C1): “Hard facts”, verified and
unchallenged observations such as dead lynx, clear photos of lynx and samples confirmed by means of
genetic analysis. Category 2 (C2): Observations controlled and confirmed by a trained person such as
killed livestock or wild prey and lynx tracks. Category 3 (C3): Unconfirmed but plausible observations of
the category 2 (kills, tracks, other field signs too old or badly documented) and all plausible observations
such as direct observations and calls which by their nature cannot be verified unless through photo or
registration. Evidence of reproduction consist in photos of lynx kittens or young lynx found dead (C1),
large and small tracks together (C2) and direct sighting of female with kittens (C3). The order of category
layers in the map is C1 reproduction, C2 reproduction, C3 reproduction, C1, C2, C3. GPS-data of collared
lynx are not included in the distribution map.



Special events:

e Alps: Reproduction was reported from the French Alps.

e Alps: This is the second year that no reproduction was reported from the Kalkalpen
region (Upper Austria). In June 2020 first documentation of an independent lynx in the
area of Tirnitz, Lower Austria. Additionally in June 2020, first appearance of other two
independent lynx individuals in the Wildalpen area, Styria. One lynx was later genetically
confirmed as a male originating from the Kalkalpen region.

e Alps: In the south-eastern Alps no confirmed records were reported. However,
according to telemetry data one of the translocated males released in Slovenian Dinaric
Mountains in the frame of LIFE Lynx made a post-release dispersal to the Julian Alps, but
later returned to the Dinaric Mountains.

e BBA: Shown distribution data on Bavarian side is incomplete.

e Czech Republic: In the NP Ceské Svycarsko in north Bohemia and the Protected
landscape area Jeseniky in north Moravia, two Polish lynx males from the
reintroduction project "Return of the lynx in Poland" were recorded.

e Dinaric Mountains: In the frame of LIFE Lynx (www.lifelynx.eu) five lynx were

translocated from the Romanian and Slovakian Carpathian Mountains to the Dinaric
Mountains.

e Saxony: All C1 records in the region verifiably come from lynx, which were reintroduced
in Poland (one female & two males). Based on telemetry data we know that one male
returned to Poland very soon and that the female moved on to Thuringia after 2.5
months. The second male stayed in Saxony for at least five months but its occurrence
was not confirmed anymore since August 2020 (all radio collars failed shortly after
border crossing).

e Upper Rhine Metapopulation: At least five kittens from two different litters were born
in the Palatinate Forest.
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